Washington Township Open Space Advisory Committee Minutes
 9 December 2025

Attendees: Leon Lakritz, Andrew Gerber, Vicky Binetti, Bob Starrantino, Harry Larzelere, 

Leon called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

Community Forestry Management Plan (CFMP):
· The CFMP is a five-year plan initiated in 2020 that concluded as of December 31, 2024. 
· Earlier in 2025, the Chairman initiated a discussion with members of the Open Space Committee whether to develop a new CFMP. The State currently has two NJUCF Stewardship grants (no deadlines) available to municipalities: $5,000 maximum to a CFMP and $20,000 to conduct a tree inventory including development of a CFMP. 
· No grant submission was made in 2025. However, the committee will continue to consider whether to seek another grant to fund an additional CFMP in the future, keeping in mind any relevant requirements.
· The idea to expand upon the previously conducted tree inventory (which inventoried parts of Washington Lake Park) was also discussed, as a potential project for 2026.

Community Garden:
· Plans for the Community Garden next season were discussed, including size, layout, and site considerations.

Cedar Pond:
· The water level at Cedar Pond is still impacted by beaver damage, and there is still evidence of beavers present, and more damage being done in the area. The damage will continue to be monitored. 

Re-Leaf:
· Potential plans for adding and/or replacing trees at the Thorn property (recently planted with 41 trees in spring 2025) were discussed.  
· Trees needing replacement at various sites (pollinator garden, Heggan Library) were discussed.
· Tree Labeling: The plan for a project to label trees along walking paths in Washington Lake Park was discussed, which would involve using the information gathered from the Tree Inventory to identify and tag species of interest along walking paths. Potential methods for labeling trees were discussed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 

Wit Towrans g Sac sty Commto e

At on e, e G, ek B, G S,y

Lo ot mastig s 78

oy vy ansgarent P CEVP)

e G ey s 2020 ot ot s of Docaer
iy

- Extr 202, o Coaman it s it s of o oen
e i o oo e P s oy e
T Sy o oy vt o et 3050
o Pt $20000 1o o v ey P
P
o ot mad i 202 Honar h camsa i et o
nor ootk oo 310 S CPUP 6 AR,
oo s ary ot oo
e e o oy oot s iy (it
o o g Lo P o S o s
oo

o b Communty Gt st s wee s,k e,
s o i

T tac ot a oo P gt e e, ra prs.
e e i G o T

P ar o i st g s a3 Tamrory (ot
i £ s 0 55 s S

e caran i e Gt g, o L)

- Tt o g rpct b s s g .
Wi ok Pk s o wich o Imole L o
i e st i o ot v

Ao 8275




